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How to Determine a Credible Website

What isthe date on the website or articleyou arelooking at? i.e. how old is the
information you are looking at? Is it curren®itlfrequently updated?

Who wrotethe webpage/ article? Arethey credible? Do they givecitations/
referencesto credible authors/ websites that they have used in their material?

What type of domain isthewebsite? An educational — edu website can be written by
any student with space on their college’s seriedoes not mean the website and or
information contained within the website is factaakven credible.

Likewise, a pharmaceutical website may offer infation on a drug you'’re researching,
but more than likely if it is a drug they are sadjitheir website is going to offer a slanted
or biased view of the drug and not an objectivenmgm offering both the pros and the
cons of the product.

Isthe pagevalid?

Isit documented with footnotesor links? That is, does the author of the website or
article cite credible sources within their workpmint you to credible sources via URLS,
such as a medical article with links to a sourci@New England Journal of Medicine?

Finally, ask yourself:
Isthisasgood aresourceas| could find in thelibrary or through alibrary database
(remember the library’s sources have been screeypédrarians)?

The Internet can be a source of informative webshiat in order to find the good
information the Internet has to offer a little detee work is needed. And it will save
you time and potential frustration in your reseanak!

If you're still not sure of a websites validity yaan always ask a librarian.



